Military vehicle maker

salutes local suppliers

NORMAN DE BONO
The London Free Press

London suppliers who get

- more than $20 million in busi-

ness from the city's armoured

vehicle maker got a big thank-
you Friday.

General Dynamics Land Sys-

' tems Canada honoured 13 sup-

- pliers for moving quickly to help

upgrade LAV 11 vehicles for the
Canadian Army.

“The LAV upgrade program
was on a very aggressive sched-
ule for us. When we work late,
on weekends and over the holi-
days, so do our suppliers. They
worked very hard to get this
contract completed,” said Janet
Peters, GDLS Canada's director
of supply-chain management.

They hear a lot about things
that go wrong when they're
working on a tight "deadline,
and it was time to tell them all
they got right, she added.

GDLS Canada was awarded
the first of $1-billion-plus in
contracts late in 2011 to upgrade
more than 600 Canadian mil-
itary vehicles, a deal that will go
to 2025. The first two vehicles
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rolled off the line in December,
a very fast timeline.

“This means a lot to us —
we take great pride in what we
do, day-to-day. It's nice to be
appreciated by GDLS,” said Brad
Brennan, operations manager
for Militex on Hufron St., which
paints vehicles and makes “bal-
listic lining” for their interiors
to prevent mortar and shrapnel
fragments from penetrating the
ArTmour.

Brennan credited GDLS as a
“huge” contributor to the area
economy, saying the upgrade
alone will give Militex's 130
workers five years of work.

Federal defence contracts
create spinoff benefits across
the local economy, said
MP Joe Preston (C Elgin-
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Middlesex-London), who wa
on hand.

“Dollar for dollar. every con
tract government gives 1o manu
facturers has 1o also be spent i
our community,” he said.

Last year, however, GD
Canada and other London mil
itary contractors were shut ou
of a $1.25-billion deal to suppl
the Canadian Army with a tac
tical armoured-patrol vehicle
The Conservative governmen
instead awarded that contra
to Textron Systems in the U.S.

The U.S. government, on th
other hand, has a Buy Ameri
policy when it comes to supply-
ing its military.

In other GDLS Canada new
the plant has won a $24-millio
contract to supply 13 LAV-
armoured vehicles to the US

Marine Corps, a small
version of the LAV III. Th
Marines have ordered
LAV-A2 vehicles since 2007,
“For us, repeat orde
from existing customers
are very important. It valid-
ates the performance and our
products,” said Ken Yamashitag
GDLS Canada spokesperson.
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